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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-6 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent; except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Burns et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,324,182). 

4. As per claim 1, Burns et al teaches a content distribution method for making a reservation 
to a reservation control apparatus for the use of a distribution server that receives content sent 
from a distributor terminal apparatus and distributes the content by streaming to a client terminal 
apparatus, sending the content from said distributor terminal apparatus to said distribution server 
based on the reservation and thereby distributing the content, said content distribution method 
comprising: 
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a reservation requesting step of sending reservation request information including a 
desired service time to distribute content using said distribution server from said distributor 
terminal apparatus to said reservation control apparatus via a first network (Figure 4, 118 , 
column 8, lines 60-65, and column 9, lines 25 -34); 

a content transmitting step of transmitting, when the reservation for the use of said 
distribution server during said desired service time included in said reservation request 
information is accepted (column 5, lines 1-6; content provider accepts the request by 
performing the download of request content), the content from said distributor terminal 
apparatus to said distribution server via a second network which is different from the first 
network, to distribute the content based on the accepted reservation (Figure 6 and column 11, 
line 61- column 12, line 13); and 

a distributing step of distributing the content from said distributor terminal apparatus, by 
streaming from said distribution server to said client terminal apparatus (column 4, lines 29 - 31 
and column 7, lines 8-12). 

5. As per claim 2, Burns et al teach: 

a reservation setting information transmitting step of transmitting, when the reservation 
for the use of said distribution server during said desired service time included in said reservation 
request information is accepted (column 5, lines 1-6; content provider accepts the request by 
performing the download of request content), the reservation setting information including 
communication/connection information necessary for said distributor terminal apparatus to 
establish a communication/connection with said distribution server via said second network, 
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from said reservation control apparatus to said distributor terminal apparatus via said first 
network (Figure 6 and column 11, line 61 - column 12, lines 13; shows the use of a second 
network. Connection information would inherently be sent along with the request using the 
first network. The content server would require connection information in order to send 
the content using the second connection and to know where to send content and what type 
of connection to use since a content server is able to communicate with more than one 
source.); 

a storing step of writing and storing said communication/connection information included 
in said reservation setting information sent from said reservation control apparatus, in a 
predetermined storage area of said distributor terminal apparatus (Figure 6; shows content 
database); and 

a communication establishing step of carrying out, when said distributor terminal 
apparatus accesses said distribution server based on the reservation to distribute content, 
processing of reading said communication/connection information stored in said predetermined 
storage area and establishing a communication/connection with said distribution server based on 
the read communication/connection information via said second network said reservation control 
apparatus to said distributor terminal apparatus via said first network (Figure 6 and column 11, 
line 61 - column 12, lines 13; Connection information would inherently be sent and stored 
along with the request using the first network in the content server's database), and wherein 

after the communication/connection is established in said communication-establishing 
step, content is sent to said distribution server via said second network in said content 
transmitting step (Figure 6 and column 11, line 61 - column 12, lines 13). 
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6. As per claim 3, Bums et al teach: 

said reservation setting information included in said reservation request information 
includes said communication/connection information for each of a plurality of carriers (Figure 1, 
36,38, and 40, Figure 6, and column 11, line 61 - column 12, line 13 shows the use of 
multiple carriers ), and 

said communication establishing step reads said communication/connection information 
corresponding to a carrier preset by the user of said distributor terminal apparatus out of said 
communication/connection information to carry out processing of establishing a 
communication/connection with said distribution server based on the read 
communication/connection information via said second network (Figure 6, and column 11, line 
61 - column 12, line 13; shows the use of multiple carriers, content server uses the 
information stored in database to communicate according to appropriate carrier, using 
satellite in Figure 6. ). 

7. As per claim 4, Burns et al teach: 

said first network is the Internet (Figure 6 and column 11, lines 60 - column 12, line 
13); and 

said second network is a dedicated network to transmit content to said distribution server 
(Figure 6 and column 11, lines 60 - column 12, line 13). 
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8. As per claim 5, Bums et al teach content supply system composed of a distribution server 
that receives content sent from a distributor terminal apparatus and distributes the content by 
streaming to a client terminal apparatus and a reservation control apparatus that controls 
reservations of live distribution of content using said distribution server, said content supply 
system comprising: 

a first network that connects said distributor terminal apparatus and said reservation 
control apparatus and is used to send/receive data about the reservation between said distributor 
terminal apparatus and said reservation control apparatus (Figure 6 and column 11, lines 60 - 
column 12, line 13, and column 5, lines 1-6); and 

a second network that connects said distributor terminal apparatus and said distribution 
server and is used to send content from said distributor terminal apparatus to said distribution 
server (Figure 6 and column 11, lines 60 - column 12, line 13). 

9. As per claim 6, Burns et al teach: 

said first network is the Internet; and said second network is a dedicated network to send 
content to said distribution server (Figure 6 and column 11, lines 60 - column 12, line 13). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure 

a. Birdwell et al (U.S. Publication No. 2004/0027996) 
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b. Birdwell et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,108,706) 

c. Dunn et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,765,868) 

d. Birdwell et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,041,359) 

e. Kim et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,219,704) 

f. Fukui et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,052,715). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramsey M Refai whose telephone number is (703) 605-4361 
(after November 1, 2004, (571) 272-3975). The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 
- 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ramsey M Refai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2154 
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October 25, 2004 




